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ABFM Research Project and Vice President’s 
response used October 15, 2013 training session 

 
From: James L. Holly 
Sent: Tuesday, October 15, 2013 6:59 AM 
To: Providers; Executive Management; Medical Records Service 
Subject: ABFM asks SETMA to allow their data to be used in a new project 

 
This is a note from the Vice President for Research and Policy for the American Board of 
Family Medicine. SETMA is participating with two other practices in a research project with 
the ABFM. The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), a section of Health & 
Human Services (HHS) did not fund the project but is expected to do. This delays the starting 
of the project due to the need to have an IRB (Institute Review Board) endorsement of the 
project. Funding by the AHRQ provides liability insurance for the ABFM but because SETMA 
providers have been public reporting by provider name on 300 quality metrics, we do not need 
IRB or AHRQ endorsement. 

 
In order to move this project forward, SETMA’s Board Certified Family Physicians were asked 
to give permission for their data to be used.  All of our colleagues gave permission for their 
data to be used. And, they gave that permission instantly. 

 
This redundant permission gives the ABFM addition comfort in moving forward. Below you 
see the comments by the Vice President about SETMA’s role in the future of Maintenance of 
Certification by all family physicians in America. 

 
Once again SETMA is blazing a new trail by participating in a major project outside of the 
typical activities of a medical practice. 

 
Larry Holly 



-----Original Message----- 
 

From: Bob Phillips [mailto:bphillips@theabfm.org] 
Sent: Monday, October 14, 2013 3:47 PM 
To: Robert D. Cox; Dean Halbert; James L. Holly 
Cc: Vincent P. Murphy; Caesar Deiparine; Alan Leifeste; Phuc Nhat Le; John Johannides 
Subject: RE: Permission for the ABFM to get your data 

 
You all are the best! I have heartened and humbled by your generosity. Your data will help us 
set up the data exchange process and test putting data into diplomate portfolios. Your data will 
not be used in any way other than to test our processes for the study, once it is launched, but it 
will be tremendously valuable for that purpose. I have every confidence that when this is up 
and running you all will be the benchmark for high quality when other physicians 
compare their outcomes. The goal of this whole process is to make Maintenance of 
Certification easier and more meaningful. (highlighting added) 

 
Bob 

 
Robert L. Phillips, Jr. MD MSPH 
Vice President for Research and Policy 
American Board of Family Medicine 
1133 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, DC 20036 
bphillips@theabfm.org 
Assistant: Tia Johnson 
tjohnson@aafp.org 

 
This email message and any attachments are confidential and may be privileged. If you are not 
the intended recipient, please notify the American Board of Family Medicine immediately -- by 
replying to this message or by sending an email to bphillips@theabfm.org. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you must immediately destroy all copies of this message and any 
attachments without reading or disclosing their contents. Thank you. For more information 
regarding the American Board of Family Medicine, please visit us at https://www.theabfm.org/ 

mailto:bphillips@theabfm.org
mailto:bphillips@theabfm.org
mailto:tjohnson@aafp.org
mailto:bphillips@theabfm.org
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-----Original Message----- 
 

From: Robert D. Cox 
[mailto:RDCox@jameslhollymd.com] Sent: 
Monday, October 14, 2013 2:29 PM 
To: Dean Halbert; James L. Holly 
Cc: Vincent P. Murphy; Caesar Deiparine; Alan Leifeste; Phuc Nhat Le; Bob Phillips; John 
Johannides 
Subject: RE: Permission for the ABFM to get your data 
Ok with me. 

mailto:RDCox@jameslhollymd.com


-----Original Message----- 
 

From: Dean Halbert 
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 6:58 PM 
To: James L. Holly 
Cc: Vincent P. Murphy; Caesar Deiparine; Alan Leifeste; Phuc Nhat Le; Robert D. Cox; Bob 
Phillips; John Johannides 
Subject: Re: Permission for the ABFM to get your data 
Ok by me. 
Now have them send me a copy of the April board test. 
😉😉 



 

Sent from my iPad 
On Oct 10, 2013, at 4:39 PM, "James L. Holly" <Jholly@jameslhollymd.com> wrote: 
The American Board of Family Medicine is doing a research project with SETMA. As a 
beginning they would like to learn how to transmit data from a practice. They want to use your 
patient data and they want your permission to get provider specific data. It is the same 
deidentified data that is on our website. 

 
If you would allow your data to be used, please "reply to all"and give your permission. 

Thank you 

James (Larry) Holly, M.D. 
C.E.O. SETMA 
www.jameslholl
ymd.com 

 

Adjunct Professor 
Family & Community Medicine 
University of Texas Health Science Center San Antonio School of 
Medicine 

 
Clinical Associate Professor 
Department of Internal Medicine 
School of Medicine 
Texas A&M Health Science Center 

mailto:Jholly@jameslhollymd.com
http://www.jameslhollymd.com/
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From: James L. Holly 
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 5:20 AM 
To: Dean Halbert; Vincent P. Murphy; Alan Leifeste; Caesar Deiparine; Phuc Nhat Le 
Cc: Providers; Executive Management; Jonathan W. Owens; Medical Records Service 
Subject: American Board of Family Medicine 

 
The attached is the American Board of Family Medicine’s (ABFM) application for a study 
grant from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). The ABFM has asked 
SETMA to participate in this grant application and in the study which will result if it is 
awarded. The formal grant application is to Department of Health and Human 
Services Participating Organizations Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), 
(http://www.ahrq.gov) Components of Participating Organizations Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality (AHRQ), (http://www.ahrq.gov)Title: Exploratory and Developmental 
Grant to Improve Health Care Quality through Health Information Technology (IT) (R21). 
The attachment is the content of the draft proposal for the grant application. (At present this is 
confidential and is not for duplication or distribution) I have highlighted the sections which 
address SETMA (pages 4, 6, 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18). Once again, this gives SETMA the 
opportunity to participate in the larger community of healthcare transformation. 

 
James L Holly, M.D. 
CEO, SETMA, LLP 
www.jameslhollymd.com 
Adjunct Professor 
Family and Community Medicine 
School of Medicine 
UT Health Science Center 
San Antonio 

 
Clinical Associate Professor 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Texas A&M Health Science Center College of Medicine 

http://www.ahrq.gov/
http://www.ahrq.gov/
http://www.jameslhollymd.com/

